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THE OLD 



HERBARIUM 


R. E. Touuey and E. L. Davis 


In the attic* of (dark Hall at the University of Massachusetts 
there has long lieen stored an old herbarium which was sent to us 


from the State House in Boston 


“many years ago.” 


In 1911, 


when the senior author was an undergraduate in botany at the 
College, Dr. (leorge E. Stone, then department head, directed 
him to go through the collection and to insert loose labels, 
bi’inging the names into accord with those of the 7th edition of 
(Jrav’s Manual. In 1914 Mr. F. (1. Floyd visited the college, 
made a hastv examination of the collection, and identified it as 
the basis for Item No. 12(> in Miss Day’s List of Local Floras of 
New England. This particular item refers to a list of plants 
cited in the 7th Annual Report of the Massachusetts Board of 
Agriculture for 1859, printed in Boston in 1860. On page 139, 
under the heading of “Secretary’s Report” (the secretary being 
(’. L. Flint) occurs the following paragraph: 


“Constant efforts have been made to build uj) tlie State Cal)inet, the 
object being to make a collection illustrating all branches of the natural 
history and the agriculture of the Commonwealth, and many valuable 
additions have ))een made to it during the jiast year, the aggregate 
number of s])ecimens exceeding three thou.'^and. 

“It is gratifying to be aide to state that the interest in the cabinet 
has largely increased as its practical value; has l>ecome more and more 
manifest. A catalogue of the plants will be found in the Apj^endix. 
In other departments the additions, though not so extensive, are never¬ 
theless valual)le and interesting.” 


The “Appendix” to which reference is made occurs on pages 
III—XII of the same Report: it is headed “Catalogue of Plants,” 
and a preliminary word reads: 


“Most of the plants enumerated in the following list were collected 
by Dr. Edward Jarvis and Charles Jarvis and deposited in the Cabinet 
by the former. A portion was collected by Dr. Henry Little of Boston, 
and presented to the Cabinet by Dr. Charles Pickering. These collec¬ 
tions have been examined and arranged by Charles J. Sprague, and 
owing to the numl^er of duplicate sjiecimens, it has not been thought 
necessary to catalogue them separately. In addition to the above 
named collections, many acquisitions have been added during the pres¬ 
ent year.” 


Then follows a list of 401 genera and 773 species of vascular plants. 
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In an articio pnhlishod in Khodoka,' Mr. Moyd t(‘lls ns that th(‘ 

Iat(*r history of (ho “MassachnscMIs ('al^inot” had luani for^:ol-t('n 

until, almost hy accidont, lu' h'arnod that, (h<* Ih'rharium had 

Ikmmi sent to tin* A}>;ri(*nlt,ural (’oll(*j»;(‘ in Amlu'rst, wIum’o lu' V(‘ri- 

fi(‘d th(‘ r(‘port l)y pc'rsonal insjM'ction. \V(* inij 2 ;ht nuMition in 

|)assing (Init tin* zoological and geological colh'ctions appear 

lik('\vis<' to hav(‘ had th(‘ sam(' disposal and ar(‘ now hons('d in 

Fcrnald Hall at. th(' Universitv. 

% 

The present State' Ih'rharinin, located in (Mark Hall, has heu'n 
e.xpaiiding in the last (h'cade and just as rapidly as straite'iu'd 
finance's make' the' change j)ossit)le', is he'ing t ransf'e'rre'd from old 
we)e)de'n erases to ste'e'l one's for safe'r storage. In the expansion 
and rea)rganization, .sex’e'ral eolle'ctions, long store'el in the' attic 
fe)r lae*k e)f e'ahine't spa.e-e, ha.\e' he'e'ii ine-orporate'd, ainl the' old 


“Massachusetts lle'rharinm” has again re'ce'ix'e'd atte'iition. 
lOxamination showe'd that some' of the' spee'ime'iis were ele'taching 
fre)m the slieets, that the' writing on the original lalu'ls was sonu'- 
times taeleel anel close' to illegihility, anel that spe'cime'iis had 
seemetime's gotte'ii into wre)ng foleh'rs. PaiM, of the' plants are* 
h)e>se in the spe'cies folde'i’s; othe'rs are faste'iu'el with sti'ips of 
giimmeel paper to a e)nee-fe)lele'el slu'e't e)f primiti\'e'-loe)king |)aper 
which is e'oar.se-te'xt ure'd, gray, lle'xihle anel de'e-kh'-eelgeel. The' 
labe'ls are appare'ntly cut from e)ld h'tters; t.lu'y are irregular in 
shape' atiel whe)lly inee)nsistent in size anel re'coreh'el data. Many 
he'ar only the Latin name —rarely the authority is e*iteel, though 
Linnae'us and Miehaux some'time's a|)pe'ar, anel we now re'a.lize' 
that Pli. means Pursh, and Hir. nu'aiis Bigelow. hAe'n the' place' 
of eolle'cting, the^ e'olle'ctoi’. and the' elate ae’e' all too commonly 
lae'king. “1L(1.’’ a|)pai'e'ntly me';ans “Botanic (larelen,” and 
woulel certainly se'e'in appre)i)ria.(e' for a spe'cime'n of Pass/Jloid 
cacniJcd which is so lahe'leel. 1 he' collection like'wi.se include's a 
small se't e)f unsorted garelen flowers with no data at all. 

In the' recent lestoration we' ha\e' made sure' that (he original 
labels ai'e' se'curely gumme'el te) the' slu'cts and that, every s(*rap of 
the' original data is pre'serve'el. We have also attae'heel a ne'W 
label bearing (1) the' name e)f the' plant as given in the 8th e'dition 
e)f Oray’s .Manual, anel (2) a faithfully typed ti'anscript e)f the' 
euMginal label. M'o dee'ipher some* of the faele'd, minuscule, and 

' Kloyd, K. G. KtMlisrovpry of a Historic Collection of Massachusc^tts Plants. 

Khodora 16: 185-187, HH4. 
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often wretched handwriting with the puzzling abl)reviations, 
has required the use of a reading glass and considerable guess¬ 
work, parti(adarly as to the proper and place names. The 
classification, as would be expected, is Linnaean. ddie numbers 
().3 on a Lilium label, for example, oljviously means Ilexandria 
Trigynia. 

After working over the collection for several weeks, the junior 
author set himself to search for the source and early history of 
the plants. He has come upon data which show that it is a 
rather notable historical document for Massachusetts taxono¬ 
mists. 


The first historical reference to the “State Cabinet,” of which 
our Herbarium was once a part, occurs on page 95 in the Report 
of the Secretary of Agriculture of Massachusetts for 1855, where 
mention is made of a room in the State House which is being 
prepared to accommodate it. At this time it already contained 
several thousand specimens, most of which were minerals. The 
Report for 1850 (pages 5-0) tells us that such a room has now 
been provided, but no appropriation has been made to furnish it. 
The Secretary, Ck L. Flint, likewise makes appropriate recogni¬ 
tion of the gift of various specimens of grasses during the year. 
So we may infer that the year 1850 marks the beginning of the 
botanical collection of the “Cal)inet.” In the 1857 Report, 
page 230, we arc informed that: “A room has l)een fitted up to 
receive the State ('al)inel/, now of three to four thousand speci¬ 
mens of various sorts.” .\nd again the grasses are mentioned, 
among them “a beautiful specimen of feathergrass from Mrs. 

Peck of R.oxburv.” 

«. ' 

In 1858, we are given a list of the minerals and birds, and in 
the “Appendix” the nanu's of l)r. Edward Jarvis and Dr. C'harles 
Pickering are mentioned as “contributing collections which were 
received too late to list in this Report.” 

The Report for 1859 is particularly important because we are 
there told the names of several men, some of whose contributions 
we have been able to identify from the labels on the sheets. 
This is the passage which we have already quoted and upon 
which Miss Dav based her Item No. 12G. 

The Massachusetts Agricultural College was incorporated in 
1863, but it was not till October 2, 1867 that the college was 
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formally opcMied to studi'iils uikUm’ llu' ])r(*sid(M>cv of llu* hotaiiisl- 

horticulluri.st, ('ol. W. S. (’lark. Oiaa' moic IIk' MassachuscMt.s 

('abiiK't (Mit(‘rs the picture*. In tlu* K('|)or( of the S(*cr(*lary of 

Agriculture* fe»r ISOO we* linel the fe)lle)wiuj;’ i*('ce)iel: “Kese)l\’eel: 

that, th(^ S(*e‘r('tarv e)f the He)arel lx* iustrue*te*el te) i'(*me»\(‘ the* State 

« 

('ahiiK't te) the A^rie-ult ural ('edle^e*, whe*u the* t.ruste*(*.s of that, 
lustitutie)!! inelie*ate* te) him theii* reaeliiu's.s te") r(*e-eive* aiiel e-are* 
fe)r the* same*. ’ 

From Pr(*siel(*nt (’lark’s Ke|)e)i*t te) the* d’ruste*es fe)r hSC)? we* 
learn that, t he “('al)iue*t ” has appare*utly sur\'iveel the^ je)ui‘iK\v 
fre)m Be)ste)U te) .\mherst, a.uel we* re*ael: “d'he*y ha\'e* e*re‘e*te*el a 
ele)rmite)ry 100 50 fe*e*t auel fe)ur ste)i*ie*s hiji;h, with a t)ase*me*ut. 

fe)r fue*l. ddii.s eelifie-e*. I)e*siele*.s re)e)ms fe)r e)ue* pre)fe*sse)r auel -Hi 
stuelents, e*e)ntains twe) re'e*itatie)n re)e)ms, a reaeliug re)e)m auel 
library, aiiel t.we) larjie* re)e)ms e)e*e*upie*el by the* State* (’abiue*t e)f 
spe*e*imeus illustratiiiji; the* natural histe)ry auel f!;ee)le)f»;y e)f Mas.sa- 
ehuset t s. 

A pie*ture‘ is f>;ive*u e)f this buileliiifi; whie*h was e*alle*el Se)uth 

l)e)rmite)i-v. It was t)urue*el in 1885 auel e)U its site stanels the* 

% 

pre*sent .Velmiuistrat ie)U Huileliuf;'. 

In I8()0 the* e*e)lle*j»;e* pure*hase*el the* W. \\ . l)e*nsle)W ( ’e)lle*e*t,ie)n 

e)f 15,000 s|)e*e*ime*us e)f plants, but the* e)lel State IIe*rbarium was 

ue)t iue‘e)r|)e)rat(*el in it - a fe)i't\iuate e*ire*umstaue*e sine-e* it, we)ulel 

luive* be*e*u he)|)e*lessly se*at te*reel. Late*r re*fe*i‘ence*s in (’lark’s 

Kej)e)rts spe*ak e)f the* elau^e*r e)f ele*st rue*t ie)U by fire auel e)f tlie* 

great “value* e)f the* (’e)lli>e*t ie)u fe)r purpeese's e)f iust rue*t ie)n. 

We* mav ne)W tui'ii e)ur atteutie)n te) the* .se*\e*i*al uame*s whie‘h 

appe*ar e)U se)me of the* aue*ie*ut labe*ls, e)r te) the)se* e)the*rs which 

we have* elise*e)ve*reel te) be* iii se)me matme*r iiitimatelv e*e)mie*e*te*el 

with the* e)lel Ile*rbarium. d’he me)st impe)rtaut are Dr. halward 

.Jarvis, Dr. ( harles .larxis. Dr. Ile*nrv Little auel Di*. lle*urv 

• «. 

Ibgole)W. 

Dr. I *'alwarel .Jarx'is, se)u e)f krane-is .lar\is auel Me*lieeut 
(He)sme*r) ,lar\ is, was be)iii in (’e)ne*e)rel in 
from the* Ilarvarel Me*elie*al 


1 f 



lie* graeluateel 
, prae*tie*eel in Ne)rlhlie*lel. 
Massae-husetts from 18.80 te) 18.’?2, resiele*el in (’ouce)rel fre)m 1832 



tej 1837; prae*tie‘eel in rje)uisville, Iventue*kv fre)m 



te) 1842, 


and tiuallv establisheel re*siele*ue‘e* in De)re*he*stei’ fre)m 1842 te) 1884. 
He publisheel a Pln/siologi/ (ind lljigienc in 1840, an Plnncutfirt/ 
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Physiology in 1848 and a Primary Physiology for Schools in 1849. 
It is to Edward Jarvis that we must attribute manv of our 
specimens. 

('harles Jarvis was the older brother of Edward, and his 
“C. J.” appears on some of the labels. We could discover 
nothing al)out him till we finally appealed to the Concord Li¬ 
brarian, Miss Sarah K. Bartlett, who kindly, furnished the 
following information: (’harles Jarvis was l)orn in Con(*ord on 
Noveml)er 7, 1800. He graduated from Harvard in 1821 and 
took his medical degree in Boston in 1825. He settled in liridge- 
water, but after practicing only three months dev'eloped malig¬ 
nant tumor and died in his father’s home on February 23, 182G 
at the age of 25. It is all but impossible to separate the contri¬ 
butions of the two brothers, kiven tho.se which bear the “(’. J.” 
initials mav have been labeled bv Edward after his brother’s 
death. Determinative dates are rare and most of them which 
occur fall in the 30’s. This would mean obviouslv that thev are 
Edward’s contributions. 

The following transcripts taken at I'andom show how nicely 
they correspond to the biography of the ('oncord Jarvi.ses. 


Tilia Glabra (T. americana L.), Lime Tree. Bass Wood. Xortlifield, 
Bank of Connecticut. (Dr. Iv .larvis practiced there in 1830-32). 
Hibiscus Trioniun (//. Trion/uni L.), Bladder Petunia. Flower-of-an- 
Hoiir. Cultivated Concord, August 1830. 

Ornithogaluin Fnd)ellatum {(). vmhdlatum L.), Concord, East of MLss J. 
Hevwood’s. 

Orchis Tridentata (Hahenaria chwellata (Michx.) Spreng.), Low woods 

west of Cvrus Hosmer’s, Concord with C. Field. 

% / 

Orchis Blephariglottis {Hahenaria blephariglottis (Willd.) Hook.) Wooils 
west of Elijah Stevens, Concord, 30th July, 1834. 

Potamogeton Natans (prob. J\ gramineus L.), Probably a variety of the 
Potamogeton Natans. Found in a ditcli in low ground west of Ben 
Hosiner’s barn, near the woods—no flowers, July 30, 18:34. 

Medeola Virginica (J/. virginica L.), Craigies wood, 13 June, Cand)ridge. 
Silene Antirrhinum Ph. {S. anlirrhina L.), Said to be used bj’ (.’himney 
Birds. Viscous below leaves. Hospital Yard. Sandy Soil. June 17. 
Alsine media (Nutt.) {Stellaria media (L.) Cyrill) duckweed. Hospital 
Yard, Boston, 16 June, 1824. [This must be one of Charles’ specimens] 


There are likewise references to Brighton Meadows; Oak 
Island; Cheksea; Pine Hill, Medford; Tewksbury; Cambridge- 
port; Lincoln, near Flint’s Pond; et(\ 
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riu'n' is a sc'coiid sot of s|) 0 (*im{Mis in th(‘ ('ollootion wlioso 
lalx'ls are writ (on in a niinuti' haiulwritinfi;. d'lu'y s(nnoliinos 
oari'v tho l)()tanioal family namo in ornamontal lottoriny; and ai‘(' 
o.ommoidv attrihntcxl to “N. 11.” with tho dato 1828. Many of 

4 • 

tlu'm woro lying loos(‘ among tlio unaftachod plants until \v(‘ 
dooidod that for safoty t.hoy sliould bo gummod to tho slnx'ts. 
\V(‘ l)oli(‘yo that thoso aro tho “portion—oollootod by I)r. Honry 
Littlo of Boston, and prosontod to the ('abinot by Dr. ('harlos 


Biok('ring. 


Dr. Iloniy Littlo is roferrod to in Higolow’s Florula 
Hofilonictisis, 2nd and 3rd oditions, as “my pupil, II. Littl(‘.” 


Bickering was a praotioing physician in Boston who is known to 
haye made botanical excursions in tho White Mountains, pos¬ 
sibly with William Oakes. He was chief zoologist of tlie \ . S. 
Ivxploring h^xpedition to the South Seas under Lt. 

Wilk(*s. Asa (Iray likewise I’eh'rs t.o tlu'so oolh'oting trij)s to 



N(nv 



he attributes tlie earlier ones to Maiiassah 


('idler, Dr. Fi’anois Ihxit and Dr. Bigelow, and says that Bi(*kor- 
ing and William Oakes are beliex ed likewi.se to hay(‘ colleidixl in 
th(‘ White Mountains. Siiux' Little was.Bigi'low’s stmlent, it is 
safe to attribute these plants of 1823 to one of the.se Now Hamp¬ 
shire' trips. The following are t.ransoript.s of a tew of the' kittle 
lalx'ls: 

Le'duai latifoliiiiii (/>. ffrovnl<ui(liciini Oodor). Labrador d’oa. Whito 

Hills, X. 11. Aug., 1S23. 

Aiidropogoii furcatus (.1. (Icrardi \ itman), Meadow, X. 11. Aug. 1S23. 
Oxali.s acotosolla {(). nioiiUuia Raf.), Wexxls, X. 11. Wo(xls on the W. llill.'^ 

.\ug., 1(S23. 

1‘inally tlu're' has come to ligld. another iid.eresting oonneotiou 
with Dr. Bige'low’s work. Dr. .hux)!) Bigelow was a physi(*ian 
at tlu' Ma.ssaohu.setts (loneral Hospital; he was (ho founder of 
Mt. .\uburn ('('mete'iy, the, compiler of a medical botany which 
pa.s.s('d through .so\'oral oditions, and finally the author of Florida 
Boslom'enxis, tlu^ 1st edition appearing in 1814. In 1824 he |)ut 
out. a 2nd and enlarged edition of the work, t.o coyer all of New 
kaigland, while' a 3rel editieen appeared in 1840. It was the 
stanelarel Now Knglanel Manual befeire Asa dray’s 1st editieen eif 
1848. It is in the 2nel editiem, 1824, that numerous ae’kneiwl- 


eelgements are' maele; to 



B. D. dreene anel Honrv 


Little for their reports of stations wdiere the plants occur. Some 
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of these plants liave undoubtedly been passing through our hands 
this summer, as may be inferred from the following parallel 
quotations: 

1. VI. Hod. Edit. 2, 1S24. Ranunculu.s filiformis Mx. Filiform Crowfoot. 

Sv!). Raminculu.s reptans. 

Low grounds, Toi).sfiekl, Bartlett, New Harnpshire. 

Label in Old Herbarium (prol)al)ly by Little): 

R. reptans. 

filiformis Mx. F. B. 224 
Topsfiekl, near hotel, Aug. 1823 

(Neither R. reptans nor R. filiformis ai)i)ear in Bigelow’s Flor. Host. 
Edit. 1 of 1814. Little collected it in Topsfiekl the year before Bige¬ 
low’s 2nd edition appeared. The line “filiformis Mx. F. B. 224” on 


2nd edition in 1824.) 


of 


2. FI. Host. Edit. 2, 1824. Ranunculus Cymbalaria Ph. Sea Crowfoot 

Salt Marshes Chelsea, Cambridge 
Label in Old Herbarium. Ranunculus Cvmbalaria 

Chel .sea, Brighton, C. River Salt Marsh 
(Ranunculus Cyml)alaria is not in Flor. Host. Edit. 1.) 

3. FI. Host. Edit. 2, 1824. Viola debilis Mx. 


Concord Turnpike in Cambridge 
Lal)el in Old Herbarium. Viola Delnlis. Moist woods. Concord 

Turnpike and also from Concord Turnpike, 
W. Cambridge 

4. FI. Host. Edit. 2, 1824. Arbutus Uva Ursi L. 

Location, Blue Hills, Milton. 

Label in Old Herbarium. Arbutus Uva Ursi 

Blue Hills, Medford 

(There is no mention of the Blue Hills in Flor. Host. Edit. 1, 1814) 

In Bigelow’s 2nd edition certain species are likewise included 
which were not mentioned in the 1st edition, and which were 
found by Little in 1823 though not specifically attributed to him. 
Such are: 


1. FI. Host. Edit. 2, 1824. Ledum Latifolium—location Monadnock, 

White Mts. 

Little’s label in Old Herbarium. Ledum latifolium. White Hills, 

N. H. Aug. 1823 

2. FI. Host. Edit. 2, 1824. Ranunculus pennsylvanicus L. 

Little’s laljel. Ranunculus liennsvlvanicus from Greenland, N. H., 

1823 

Many of Bigelow’s species of Ihibus cited as coming from N. H. 
appear first in the 2nd edition, and our Ruhus labels by Little 
carry the term “White Hills,” 1823, but without specific names. 




HhodoiJi 
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But i)rol)al)ly tlu' most iiitorostiiig itiun in this coimoctioM is 
tho following not(‘ whicli Bigelow incliKh's uiuh'r Sl<ll(tna 
borealis: “'^Phis plant- goiun'ally occurs without petals, in which 

stat(‘ I (lis(‘overe<l it on t.h(‘ Whit(> Mt-. in .July, ISlh. 1 hav(‘ 
r(M*<‘ive(l it several tiuu's from tlu' same place, hut always in tlu' 
apetalous stat(‘, until the last year (1S2.‘B wh(>n Messrs. (Ireene 
and Little found it there' in August with complete Mowers.” 

Bige'low him.self named the' plant which has now he'come the' 
variable' Slellaria eah/eanlha (Le'eled).) Bong, d'he're* is a. spe'cime'ii 
e)f it in the' Olel ('olle'e-t-ion, and in Little'’s hanelwriting we have' 

4 

the' weerels; “White' Hills sjjecime'n.” ddiis douhtle'ss makes it 
the “type'” e)f the' pe'taloiel .S', ealyeaulfai. 

We* ha.ve' alreaely noted that Dr. Bigelow re'fe'is te> IL 1). 
dre'e'iu', hiSep of 're'wkshury in cemnee'tion with Ih'iiry Little. 


riie' feillowing lahe'ls he'ar the' initials “B.1).(I.” and te'll t.he'ii 

own storv: 

* 

.Xndi’ome'da polifolia re'wkshurv. B.D.d. 


rrifolium agrai'ieim. B.D.tl. 


(This is a care'fullv writte'ii 

% 

lahe'l he'aring a eliagram of the' Mower.) 

We; can, tlu'i'e'fore', infe'r that l)r. .Iace)h Ihgehew availeel him- 
.se'lf ge'ne'rously eef all tlu'.se' I’e'corels, and the' evide'iice' is conclusive' 
that in the' olel Ma.s.sachu.se'tts State' Herbarium, once' a part of 
the' “Massachu.setts (’abinet,” we' have' .se)me ol the' original 
plants which pa.s.se'd through his hanels in pre|)aration tor the' 
2nel e'dition of his Flonila Hostoniensis e)f 182-1, and whie*h we're' 
e'e)lle'cte'el by Henry Little, B. 1). (Ire'ene, and jaKssibly Charh's 
.Jarvis. It is an inte'resting relic of the pre-(lrayan .systematic 
be>tany of New Hnglanel.— rNivKiesrrv of M.xss.veursKTTs, 
.\.MUKUS'r, M.\s.s. 



